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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Continued Public Hearing & Regular Meeting  

Thursday, June 5, 2014 

7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a public hearing & 

regular meeting on Thursday, June 5, 2014.  Chairperson Theresa 

Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 Chris Borowy, Greg Ali & Jeff Crown   

  

 Alternates: Gerald Bernier and John Strillacci 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

 

 Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

   James Sullivan, Commissioner 

   Mary Etter, Commissioner 

  

  

 The Chair seated Mr. Bernier for Mr. Camp and Mr. Strillacci for 

Ms. Etter.   A quorum was determined. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

3. Continued Public Hearing Item 

 A. Map Amendment $150- Application of John Romanik seeking to 

amend the Southington Inland Wetlands Map to reflect the findings of 

Soil Scientist William Root for property located at 2124 Meriden 

Waterbury Tpke. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised that the applicant has indicated that the 

flags have been rehung out there if you’d like to do a site visit.   

He has requested a table. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW#150.   Mr. Strillacci 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
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4. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn the public hearing.   Mr. 

Crown seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the public hearing was adjourned at 7:02 o’clock, 

p.m.) 

 



Conservation Commission June 5, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 

  

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, June 5, 2014.  Chairperson Theresa Albanese called the 

meeting to order at 7:03 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 Chris Borowy, Greg Ali & Jeff Crown   

  

 Alternates: Gerald Bernier and John Strillacci 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

 

 Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

   James Sullivan, Commissioner 

   Mary Etter, Commissioner 

  

  

 The Chair seated Mr. Bernier for Mr. Camp and Mr. Strillacci for 

Ms. Etter.   A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Special Meetings of May 22, 29
th
 2104 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to approve the Minutes from the Special 

meetings of May 22
nd
, 2014 and May 29

th
, 2014 as presented.  Mr. 

Strillacci seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 
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6. Items from Previous Public Hearing 

 A. Map Amendment #150 – Application of John Romanik seeking to 

amend the Southington Inland Wetlands Map to reflect the findings of 

Soil Scientist William Root for property located at 2124 Meriden 

Waterbury Tpke. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table MA #150.  Mr. Strillacci 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for June 12, 2014. 

 

 B. Map Amendment #149 – Application of Turning Earth Central 

Connecticut, LLC seeking to amend the Southington Inland Wetlands Map 

to reflect the findings of soil Scientist George T. Logan for property 

located at 111 Spring Street. 

 The Chair advised she was in favor of a majority of the wetland 

line.  I appreciate the soil scientist and the applicant taking us 

around and spending some quality time and instruction folks.  I think 

everything was mapped accurately.   

 Mr. Strillacci made a motion to approve MA #149.  Mr. Borowy 

seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

7. Inland wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information:  IW #1227 – Application of Turning Earth 

Central CT., LLC seeking to fill 660 sf of wetlands, conduct 

activities within regulated areas and discharge storm water to 

regulated areas in conjunction with an anaerobic digestion facility.  

Property located at 111 Spring Street. 

 Austin P. Poole of BL Companies representing Turning Earth.  Amy 

Kessler from Turning Earth, George Logan our professional wetland 

scientist and Joe Freeman from Tetra Tech is here with me this 

evening. 

 We got comments at the site walk and we took them seriously.  We 

revised the site.  Explained. 

 When we revised our impacts we ended up with 1,515 sf of direct 

impact to Wetland E and partial of Wetland D (new wetlands flagged).  

Indicated and explained.  We’ve revised the grading and the truck 

path.  We feel this is the minimum we can move the site.  If we move 
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any more of the truck path, we’ll be pushed closer to the vernal pools 

on the western part of the property. 

 When we made our revisions, we revised the truck path with a 

smaller radius, revised the grading and got completely out of the 

wetland.   

 He explained and indicated the 175 sf of impact that we are 

unable to avoid.   IF you continue along the side, although this is 

not an impact, it was noticed and so we did some regrading to pull it 

back and now we have a little bit of a buffer between the grading and 

the side line is no longer  on the edge of the wetland. 

 The major revision that happened was done near the revised 

wetland line.  It was noticed by the commission that we had a slight 

encroachment on the old wetland line.  That line was revised; however, 

we decided to give a 10’ buffer off the old wetland line.  We graded 

our pond and moved our level spreader in order to provide a little bit 

more water to the vernal pool areas. 

 Those are the revisions that were taken into consideration from 

the site walk.  I’ll answer questions. 

 Mr. Poole answered questions from the commissioners.  The truck 

path was discussed noting they were able to get out of most of the 

wetland. 

 It is 4.05 acres of vernal pool encroachment and buffer. 

 Discussion of having this phased and having the applicant come 

back in the future considering things might change regarding the 

greenhouses. 

 Removal of the dirt pile on site was discussed. 

 Further discussion regarding phasing the greenhouses.  The state 

plan for the general permit cannot be phased noted Mr. Poole.  No Army 

Corp permit is required. 

 Mr. Logan discussed the vernal pools in response to a query by 

Chair Albanese.   Migration and preservation of the species was 

discussed.  He noted forested restoration that would take place and 

warm season grass mix restoration.  It is .41 acres of forested 

restoration and 1.57 acres of warm season grass mix.      

 Discussion. 

 After the establishment of the detention basins and they are 

functioning, Mr. Logan would recommend review of them to see if there 
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is something going on.        

 Discussion. 

 Planting of the areas along with buffer enhancement was 

discussed.   (Passed around a planting plan.) 

 Discussion of the locations of the greenhouses and the reason why 

they are located as they are. 

 Ms. Kessler advised that in order to employ the best odor control 

technologies, the linear footprint, we needed to rearrange it to have 

a covered area through here (indicated).  We wanted to locate the 

truck access as far as possible away from the neighboring property.  

And, then just because of the nature of the piping of the biofilters 

and reactor tanks, they have to be here (indicating).  The maturation 

bays here (indicating).  And, then the greenhouses just tucked in.  

 Staff had no outstanding comments at this point. 

 The Chair noted she looked quickly at the restoration and the 

plantings and looked very good.  

 Mr. Logan discussed the buffer area where it allows us to go to 

2400 sf.   (See planting scheduled just passed around.)    

 Discussion. 

 For restoration, the Chair would like to see double the amount of 

trees with a minimum caliper of 1.5 to 2.  Eight to ten feet in 

height.   Mr. Logan agreed.           

 Discussion. 

 Mr.Logan will monitor the restoration.  Ms. Kessler pointed out 

that planting more will help to buffer us.   We will continue to plant 

and monitor to insure we are good stewards of this site.   

 The Chair commented she was satisfied.  The project was presented 

several times and the applicant is working with us.   

 Mr. Lavallee will be involved with the project. 

 Mr. Borowy said with all the Chair’s comments in mind and given 

the limited number of alternatives within a constrained site, the 

protections for the vernal pool, the continued isolation of those 

resources, the intended restoration work to be done by the applicant, 

their agreeability to having made the changes we suggested since the 

site walk, the modifications as far as the planting specimen sizes and 

encouragement, the ecological nature of the company itself and its 

commitment in that regard and with Mr. Lavallee’s involvement, I would 
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like to move that we approve IW 1227.   Mr. Strillacci seconded. 

Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 B. Information:  IW #1228 – Application of John Romanik 

seeking to fill 5561 sf of wetlands for the construction of a farm 

stand, parking and drainage.  Property located at 2124 Meriden 

Waterbury Tpke. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Mr. Strillacci seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for June 12, 2014. 

 

 

 C. Information:  IW #1229 – Application of Strollo Bros. and 

sons seeking to perform site grading within the upland review area to 

create parking and a detention basin necessary to accommodate proposed 

site drainage.  Property located at 1520 Meriden Waterbury Tpke. 

 Matthew Boucher, registered professional engineer with Milone & 

MacBroom in Cheshire, CT represented the applicant.    

 Since the last meeting, revised plans have been submitted to 

accommodate the comments of the planning staff as well as the water 

and engineering departments.   

 Most of the revisions were pretty minor in nature.  Explained one 

significant revision of note is that we have relocated the handicapped 

parking space to the front of the building per planning staff 

comments.  In doing so, we reduced the number of parking spaces on 

site from 16 to 13.   The row of parking along the eastern edge of the 

development now has 10 versus the 12 previously shown.  Essentially, 

we’ve removed two spaces from what is the southeast corner of the 

parking area and those two spaces were located in the upland review 

area.  We actually have less upland review area impact than the 

original plans depicted. 

 I know you did a site walk.  I apologize the flags were set a 

while back and the flags had deteriorated over time, unbeknownst to 

me.  Since then we’ve had them reset along the interior boundary of 

the development area.   
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 I’d be happy to answer questions.  Sean Strollo is here and he 

can answer any questions about his business. 

 The Chair said another site walk is necessary.  We want all 

applicants to have their properties flagged for wetlands.  No 

exemption to be fair to all commissioners to see where the wetlands 

are and they can get involved in reviewing that, as well. 

 In response to a query by the Chair, Mr. Boucher went over the 

storm water management design. 

 Discussion of a big tree in question and a report submitted by 

the applicant on the tree.  The Chair said she would like a second 

opinion from the town’s licensed arborist. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Mr. Strillacci seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for June 12, 2014. 

 

 

 

 D. Information/Action:  #1230 – Application of the Town of 

Southington seeking approval to replace a culvert under Clark Street 

and to regrade the receiving channel to remove accumulated sediment 

and debris.  Property located at 307 and 323 Clark Street. 

 Mr. Lavallee reminded everyone this was looked at on the last 

site walk.  This will be done during the dry season.   The dewatering 

method was discussed. 

 The bank restoration will be riprap a certain distance from the 

flared ends and they’ll leave the stumps from the trees when cut and 

then hydro seed.  A real shallow bank. 

 The Chair noted this has to be done as there is an urgent need 

and for public safety. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve.   Mr. Bernier seconded.  

Motion passed 6 to 0. 
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8. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

 

9. Conservation Issues/Unfinished business/Miscellaneous 

 (Commissioner Crown recused himself and left the dais.) 

 - Show Cause Hearing – Burritt Street parcels across from 

Anne Road 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the plan is being revised.  That’s the last 

I heard.  There was contact so we know they’re working on it.  No 

follow up with Army Corp.  They notify us when they’re coming into 

town. 

 The Chair asked if the applicant could be “nudged”.  We told them 

we wanted this done fairly quickly.   Mr. Lavallee said sure. 

 (Commissioner Crown resumed the dais.) 

 

 - Crescent Lake site walk.  The kiosk was dedicated.  A few 

people were there.  The Chair suggested they do a commission visit. 

 

 - Site walks set for June 12, 2014. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 Mr. Strillacci made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Borowy seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned t 8:03 o’clock, p.m.) 


